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Social or Emotional Difficulties

Objective

The objectives of the Policy Concerning the Organization of Educational Services for
Students with Learning, Physical, Social or Emotional Difficulties are: is; ameng-etherthings;
to define the means of evaluation and identification of students with special-needs learning,
physical, social or emotional difficulties; to establish the conditions and procedures for
integration integrating students into regular classes or groups, and if need be, the weighting
procedure and the integration of support services, to establish the terms and conditions for
specialized placement and to provide for the preparation and evaluation of individualized
education plans (IEP-s).

Deflnltlons
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failure and who may have trouble to integrate their school environment without intervention or
support on a reqular basis.

A student without an at-risk profile is a student who presents temporary academic, physical, social
or emotional difficulties that require temporary support services.

Social Maladi | incr Disabil
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Fhe-Beard Riverside School Board is resolved to promote the ehild’s children’s academic
edueational and social development, in the least restrictive environment within the school
community. For this reason, the school board considers the regutar non-specialized classroom in

the community schools to be the preferred model of serV|ce delivery model for students with
special needs. w .

Social Maladi | incr Disabil
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If full Sheuld integration in a regular non-specialized elass classroom is not suitable for the
specific needs of an at-risk student or imposes excessive constraints or significantly undermines
other students’ rights, the school board provides partial integration or other types of services,
such as referrals to specialized classes and programs, specialized schools and, in some cases, other

alternatlve service offers Wlthln one of its school settlngs be—the—mest—appmpna%e—pl&eement—

The Beard school board shall work with the school community to determine as early as possible,
when possible, in-theirstadents—education; whether or-net-the a students’ success appear to be at
risk. se-that Eeducational practices may be introduced in-order to prevent or minimize learning,
difficulties—or social or behavioural difficulties.-behavieurs which-may—-have-oceurred-otherwise

If a school is made aware of a student’s diagnosis or potential difficulties, Fo-this-end,thereshall-be
a screening shall be set up proeess prior to a student entering a the school. Alternative school
placements may be recommended at this time. Parents and school personnel will shall work together
on-the-tmplementation to implement of the required educational services that the student requires.

provided to the student. The emphasis will be placed on early intervention. Parcnts’ participation in

every step of the process is essential and will be strongly encouraged.

Procedures for Evaluation
Evaluation Procedures
To enable the school to evaluate the student’s needs, and to identify and put-in-place implement

the special services required, these procedures-are-to-be-follewed the following procedures shall
apply:

- The school administration shall request from the parents, access to any prior efthe-parentsan
evaluation/diagnosis to determlne the best school envwonment and services required to support

e For students registering in a cycle other than kindergarten with  one of our schools for the
first time, the the receiving school’s administration ef-the—receiving—sechesol shall request
and receive the student’s academic and confidential files, ir—order to determine whether
appropriate—services-can-be-provided-in-the-school the school has the capacity to provide the
appropriate services. The parents’ consent shall be required to facilitate the transfer of
information from the sending school to the receiving school.

Social-Maladjustments-or-Learning-Disabilities
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- For students who have transferred from one of our schools to another within the school
board, the receiving school’s administration shall request and receive the student’s academic
and confidential files. The parents’ consent shall be required to access the student’s files. If
required, a liaison meeting shall take—place be held between the sending and receiving
schools and relevant Beard school board personnel. The said meeting shall be held prior to a
the student beginning at the new school.

Referral and Identification

It is the classroom teacher’s responsibility, aleng-with-the-assistance—of in collaboration with the
school team, to provide support and assistance to a student as-soen-as-the-student who appears to be
experiencing difficulties in class. Sueh Interventions ean may be preventative in nature or may-be
ongoing. Once measures have been implemented, and if the student does not appear to be progressing,
the teacher reperts shall report any concerns regarding the student to the school’s principal.

An-Ad-Hoe-Cemmittee A meeting shall be convened by the principal in order to discuss the case
and make appropriate recommendatlons WhICh may mclude referrals toa speC|aI|st for evaluations
or for other interventions. i y

prineipal: The parents must be |nV|ted to the Ad—Hee commlttee but the meetlng can be held
without thei—presence. them present, as needed. As-aresultof-the-Ad-Hoee Based on the meeting
and any recommendations made, the school principal makes shall make the appropriate decisions
eencernihg with respect to identifying the-identification-ofa-student-with-special-needs. the student as
being at risk of academic, social or emotional difficulties. Parents shall be required to sign the ad hoc
or consent form to authorize services or coding identification. Parents who are unable to sign the
document must be provided with an alternative form of written consent, which shall be annexed to
the ad hoc form.

Should parents or any others individuals involved with-the stadent’s-seheol in the student’s academic
life identify areas of concern, they tee—should also report them to the teacher or the school
administration.

The ehild’s student’s progress must be reviewed on a regular basis, and adaptations to the
program or speC|aI mterventlons are to be |mplemented or dlscontlnued as needed. Students-with
: view ase- An ad hoc
form shall be used to record every new |dent|f|cat|0n change of |dent|f|cat|on or removal of
identification. 2 3 TN

Evaluation of Students who are Identified At-Risk
The evaluation of the needs of at-risk students must be carried out primarily to determine the
required preventive or corrective measures to-be-provided-

needs The decrsmn to identify a student as having perS|stent learning, physrcal somal or emotronal
difficulties must be based on the identification criteria established by the Ministére de I’Education

il Maladi ; il
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(the “MEQ”). . ; ; 3 HStt3 ,
possible; Wherever possible, early intervention must be provided to students experiencing learning,
physical, social or emotional difficulties.

Social-Maladjustments-or-Learning-Disabilities
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The Referral Process to Resources and Agencies outside the School Board

It is the parents’ or guardian’s responsibility to make contact with resources or agencies outside
the—Beoard- of the school board. The school administrator and/or a professional from the
Complementary Services team shall facilitate contacts with outside services, as needed.

The school administration may refer recemmend to the parents a—referral to the local €LSC
Integrated Health and Social Services Centre (CISSS) or any other eutside external resource (e.g.
neurologist, pediatrician and psychiatrist) based on a the recommendations made by ef school
personnel or the school board professionals. in-Cemplementary-Services. The school administration
may call upon the professionals from the Beard’s-Educational-Services school board Complementary
Services team to facilitate the process.

Procedures for Integrating Students with-Special-Needs—in—Regular-Classes in
Non-specialized Classrooms or Groups

Students with-speetal-needs who are at risk of learning, physical, social or emotional difficulties shall
be are integrated n-regutarelasses in their non-specialized classroom or groups when and once it has
been established, en—the—basis based of their evaluations, that their integration would facilitate

their learning and social development. and-weuld-net-impese-execessive-constraints-or-significantly
undermine-therights-ef-etherstudents. Individual cases shall be evaluated to ensure that the integrity

and rights of any students identified as being at-risk as well as those of any other of the school’s
students are neither compromised nor significantly undermined.

When integration in a non-specialized classroom does not represent the most appropriate option, the
school personnel, in consultation with the parents and any relevant professionals, may recommend an
alternative environment that is considered as conducive to maximizing the student’s potential for
learning and social adaptation. If the appropriate services and support are not available within the
community school, an alternate school or an alternative program shall be sought within the school
board’s territory. Off-territory student placements may be sought if and once all options within the
school board have been exhausted. Should a parent not accept the suggested alternative
recommended by the school board, the school board shall then support an interboard agreement;
however, the school board shall not provide transportation in such a case.

Policy concerning the Organization of Educational Services for Students with Handicaps and Students with
Social Maladjustments or Learning Disabilities
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Conditions for Integrating Students in Regular—Classes Non-specialized
Classrooms or Groups

Before proceeding with integration of a student with—specialrneeds, the school principal, in
collaboration with ethers any other people involved with the student, shall ensure;—n as—+uch-as
possible, to the fullest extent possible that:

- An IEP has been developed in accordance with the school board’s policies, procedures and
regulations ef-the-Beard;

- All of the parties concerned (teachers, professionals, parents and student) have been invited to
consult on the plan and are have been informed about their various roles and respon5|b|I|t|es

- The group into which the student is to be ineluded integrated has been sensitized adequately made
aware of the situation and prepared for the student’s integration;

- Support services and other school board resources frem-the-Beard are available.

- Resources from-the-Ministere-dela-santé-et-des-services-sociatx have been requested from the
CISSS, as needed.

- Physical adaptations, or any other modifications, are effected in order to make the school
accessible to the student with handicaps and permit him/her to participate in a full range of regular
school activities;

- The required specialized equipment or materials necessary-are is available i within the school;

- The number of students with-special-needs-integrated identified as being at risk or designated by
the MEQ for integration into a particular elass classroom takes into account:

- The severity of the student’s handicap diagnoses or difficulty;

- Fhecompesition-oftheelass-Classroom compositions;
- Theneeds-ofthe-otherstudents; The other students’ needs;
- Thesuppertor-special-services-avatlable; The available support or special services;

- The prOV|5|ons of the Teachers Collective Agreement

- In Schools;—aprecedure shall be required to implement put-intoplace a procedure to ensure that
the terms and conditions of integration are coordinated within-the-sehoel internally.

Support Services for Students and Teachers
The definitions of the various disabilities,—handicaps—and-—secialand—emetional-maladjustments

profiles are those found in-within the relevant appendix of the Teachers’ Collective Agreement.

The support services which that may be provided to a student or a teacher are allocated within
the parameters of the school board’s available financial reseurces-avaHable-to-the-sehoel-beard and
Policy concerning the Organization of Educational Services for Students with Handicaps and Students with
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in the best interests of the said students and-the or teachers.

Assistance or support services €an may also be provided to students who have not been identified

as students as belng at rlsk (| e., for preventlve purposes) vmh—speem—needs—whemepepnet—uﬁder

The support services which that may be provided to a student or teacher are determined by the school
principal, in accordance with the assessment of the student’s needs, and in conformity with the
collective agreement and basic school regulations in force.

The following are examples of supports available to students and teachers. While not an exhaustive
list, these include:

e Seocer
Resource Teacher Resource Teacher
IEP 1EP

I I lant £ el I | .
S“I'a‘“ group IFI st HIGE"G“ : I i :dapte- d- nlna_tenals thcluding soware
programs Technician and/or Attendant for
i telap_taue_n 9! evaldation-{including Studﬁent_s ”'Ell'll Iallldleaps
Covohele e o nenpnen

HEP IHEP

hinerant Councelon s SO
Eohss o o el
Professional development
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Student Teacher

«Resource Teacher »+Resource Teacher

- JEP - =P

- Adapted equipment - Adapted equipment
|ee|n||e|an_a||el,e| ,l_:tte eantfor FechRictan & RE/BF+ e dant-fol

- Small-group-instraction « Team-teacher
Acaptation-ofgoals; strategies-and ’_gg nplementany_ Se_n FIEES rotessional
programs L . ’ tdap_ted Faterals-including sottware
’ tdapt_aue_n sI; evaluation-tincluding ’_Q]al |||te||e|ete||
Spleelal 'SG|IGG| lslls'ltel tulteung Professional-development

Weighting Provisions Applicable to for Students
Weighting provisions wiH shall be applied in accordance with the Teachers’ Collective Agreement.

Procedures for Grouping Students with—Special—Needs in Specialized

Classrooms erGreups—Classes or Schools

It is the principal’s responsibility ef-the-principal, folowingthe-recommendation-of the-Ad-Hoe-
Committee to request of from the school board Beard any and all specialized services-reguired-by-

the-student-which-cannot-be-provided-within-the-school-that cannot be provided directly by school.

Before recommending that a student with-special-needs be assigned to a special placement, the
principal shall ensure that:
- All of all parties, including the staff, the parents and the student, have been consulted, unless
unable impossible to do so—are-censulied;

- TFhat The services currently offered de—net-er no longer respend-te-theneeds—of-the-meet
the student’s needs;

- Fhatplacementina-speetal-elass The recommended environment is intended to satisfy meet the

student’s needs.

Following the needs analysis of need, the procedures for placement in a regional program or
through an interboard agreement are: is as follows:

- Any student newly or presently enrolled 2 one of our schools ef-the-Beard may be placed
in a special group (depending on the availability of spaces) and wiH shall receive, to the
extent possible, the required services regquired based on the information contained in the
student’s files and as described in the their IEP.

Policy concerning the Organization of Educational Services for Students with Handicaps and Students with
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Typesofgroups: Group types:

Each year, the school board Beard will shall determine its plan for the following year, #splan with
respect to fer the organization of special services, Fhis-wit-be-dene on the basis of the characteristics
and speeial needs of those students who require them as well as on the distribution of services, as
allocated by the Beard school board.

FheBeard The school board wiH shall make available to students with special needs a range of
placement options which may include a regular—class non-specialized classroom settings, special
regional programs, as well as special¢classes—er—a specialized schools or centers either within the

Board or endeavor to do so outside its territory. the school board.

Reintegration
A-Students’ progress and achieved goals are reviewed on a regular basis. When the astudent,

through the progress he#she—rs—makrngachreved demonstrates an ability to be reintegrated inte—a
A am, within their non-specialized
settrng the schooI admrnrstrator in charge of the student s program shaII begins a—process—of the

reintegration process. The steps in Article 4.1 of this Policy are put into effect in order to support
transition-into-the-new-placement

Procedures for Establishing and Evaluating Individualized Education Plans fer

Fhetndividuatized—Education—Plan—EP) An individualized education plan (IEP) is the a legal

document which outhnes the support measures included in a student’s 1ntervent10n plan. permitsthe

speeral—needsrreqmres An IEP must be prepared for each student |dent|f|ed wrth—speeral—neeels
H. as being at risk. An IEP may

also be establlshed for a student in a partrcularly vuInerabIe srtuatlon or likely to be identified as
student-at-risk an at-risk student, even if the said student has not yet been identified as such.

Following an evaluation of the student’s needs and abilities ef-the-student, the school principal,

with the help-efthe-Ad-Heoccommittee-the-staff, assistance of the personnel, the parents and student

(if he is they are able to do so) wiH shall establish a written IEP adapted-to that takes into account

the student’s the needs and abilities ef-the-student. The parents have a right and a responsibility to
Policy concerning the Organization of Educational Services for Students with Handicaps and Students with
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participate in the development of the their child’s IEP. Fhey-may The parents and/or student
shall be invited to part|C|pate |n developlng and revising the IEP as set up by the school or the
school board. 3 ,
anel—medrmeauens—teethe—uéll They shaII receive a copy of the IEP at Ieast once tW|ce per year
as—part—of pursuant to the regular reporting procedure. FeHewing-the-discussion-of-the-plan-for-the
student; The school’s principal may delegate the actual witing drafting of the IEP to a staff member.
of the school’s personnel.

This IEP is shall be evaluated and revised on a regular basis and remains in effect until the identified
needs have been met or once issatisfied—or the said student eencerned is no longer
under the school board’s jurisdiction ef-the Beard.

The IEP shall reflect the requirements of the MEQ.

Miscellaneous Confidentiality
The Beard school board and its employees shall respect the confidentiality and ethical
considerations that are—cencomitant-with aceess to apply to accessing student files. Fhese—staff-

members-itdentified-by-the-Board-to-the They must adhere to the requirements of the Commission

d'acces a l'information du Québec. The personnel members identified by the school board may
access such student files, including students’ permanent record cards (PRCs) and special assistance

files (also referred to as confldentral frles) may—haveeeeess%%heseestuelerﬁﬂes—\whmJehe—
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Updating and Censervation Retention of Files
Fhe-student-fHles Students’ files shall be are updated accerding pursuant to the Beard’s school

board s poI|C|es Fe%den%%%espeeml—needs—w#erma%n%p%wﬁheépeeml—%&st&ne&%e

P—Students’
lnformatlon retalned in speCIaI aSS|stance flles should be updated (| e., progress evaluatlons and IEPs)
at the end of each school year.

The files are conserved Flles shall be retained in accordlng to the Beafd—s school board’s retention
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